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What did you say? 
A brief summary of some recent sermons by Nicky Farmer 

 

 

 

It’s Not What You Know, But Who Knows You 

 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. O LORD, you have searched me and known me! You know when I sit down 

and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar. You search out my path and my lying down and are ac-

quainted with all my ways. Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O LORD, you know it altogether. You hem 

me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high; I can-

not attain it. (Psalm 139:1-6 ESV) 
 

Let the Holy Spirit minister these words of life to you, and I believe it will bring you great comfort. Each of us has a 

great inner need to be KNOWN. Even with the closest of human relationships, there is a limit to how much we can 

know another person. Here, we are staggered by the intimacy and detail with which the Father of our spirits 

knows us. In fact, we cannot even comprehend the fullness of it. He’s known everything about us since before the 

earth was made. He witnessed the moment of our conception and formation, even in the spiritual realm, seeing 

the formation and features of our human spirit. This puts the issues of our lives in the proper context and causes 

us to love, serve, and worship HIm afresh. In my sermon, I expanded on some of these concepts and commented 

on the other paragraphs in this psalm. 

 

 

 

The Dangers of Truth 

 

Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and 

honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines 

the commandments of men. (Matthew 15:7-9 KJV) 

 

Thank God that on a universal basis, this text does not apply to us. God has given us a new heart and a new spirit 

to worship Him, obey Him, and follow Him. But on a localized level, it is possible to unknowingly slip into ele-

ments of this. Since the Jews of that time fell into some unbeautiful characteristics while assuming themselves 

to be guardians of absolute truth, we would be wise to beware of the dangers of a truth-orientated environment. 

 It is ironic, that while Jesus has undoubtedly made us better people on a universal basis, that we can struggle in 

certain areas MORE in this setting. In some senses, the world doesn’t struggle as much with judgmentalism, be-

cause they have no absolute standard by which to judge people. In some senses, the world may not struggle with 

spiritual pride (knowing they have the truth and knowing they’re doing a great job of living by it) because they do 

no have that worldview. Do you get my point?  
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In this sermon, I expanded on, and illustrated, particular dangers shown in the passage, such as: Hypocrisy 

(pretending to be a certain way created by an expectation of how we should act, rather than our own deeply held 

convictions flowing out of a vision of the reality of the presence of the thrice holy God, causing us to act the same 

way in public and in private), inconsistency (getting more obsessed with some biblical truths over others), and 

mistaken worship (not realizing that your motives for certain religious actions are polluted with pleasing other 

people's interpretation of what we should be doing, rather than pleasing God alone). God lets all this happen to 

humble us and drive us to Jesus, who IS THE TRUTH. There’s errors are part of a process of brokenness and hu-

mility, which God is taking us through to make us more like Him. 

 

 

Self-deception  

 

This sermon was a follow on from the previous, dealing with another ironic danger of the Christian life, namely 

that while operating in an environment of truth, we can be deceived (i.e not have the truth) about ourselves! Be-

cause thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art 

wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked. (Rev 3:17 KJV) I am staggered not only by the severity 

of these adjectives, but that it was possible for a group of believers to be so described, AND NOT KNOW IT. Here 

is another example: And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that we command 

fire to come down from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did? But he turned, and rebuked them, and 

said, Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of. (Luke 9:54-55 KJV) The disciples had no idea what flavor of 

character was emanating from them! Could it be that we could be angry people and not know it? Could it be that 

we could come across as proud, judgmental, unloving, or ungracious, and not know it? Yes! And it is the last 

thing that any of us wants. We should call sin sin in our lives, lest we be deceived. We should practice transparen-

cy and confession, lest we be deceived about ourselves. We should have people in our lives who we trust and who 

will give us honest feedback, as hard as that is on both parties, lest we be deceived. The Christian journey is one 

of reducing self-deception and increasing God-revelation. It seems inevitable that we will be, and most likely are 

right now, deceived about ourselves to some degree. Praise God for His grace in this! Praise God that He is being 

glorified! Praise God that the opposite is true also. We may have no clue how beautiful we have been to people, 

and how we have helped and blessed them. It's all very humbling! 
 

When we hear things that encourage, edify, and spur us in the right direction in our walk with God, the devil fights 

hard for us to forget about it in the busyness of life. I hope this summary brings some things back from our Sun-

day mornings. If you need more detail, you can find audio and video at www.kokomochristianfellowship.org 
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