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Tough in Timothy
Based upon a sermon preached on August 4th by Nicky Farmer

Let a widow be enrolled if she is not less than sixty years of age, having been the wife of one husband,
and having a reputation for good works: if she has brought up children, has shown hospitality, has
washed the feet of the saints, has cared for the afflicted, and has devoted herself to every good work.
(1Ti 5:9-10 ESV)
Reflecting upon Paul’s letters to Timothy, the thing that strikes me, is that the Holy Spirit is ‘tough’ on
certain issues. The Spirit of God seems to take a slightly different flavor in different parts of Scripture,
being a reflection of the richness and multifaceted nature of God’s character. But here, He is tough.
The Holy Spirit speaks here in a very no-nonsense, tow-the-line, strict, back-and-white, and matterof-fact manner on several issues. Here God is tough on sin, tough on pastors, tough on deacons, tough
on widows, tough on women, tough on the dangers of falling away, tough on christian character,
tough on separation from those of a false profession, and tough on Timothy himself.

For anyone who will receive this with a sincere heart, seeking to do and be all that God has us to, this
is challenging. In my conclusion, I will offer a balanced response to that challenge, but for now, I’d like
to expand upon just one of these issues: Christian character.
Christian character
There are many valid voices today calling for various forms of reformation within the church. Whether
it be a reformation of church leadership structures and practice, or a reformation of evangelism and
discipleship, or a reformation of prayer, after reading Timothy, it becomes apparent that maybe we
need a total reformation of the expected character of anyone who takes the name of Jesus Christ! Just
look alone at the verse above. If you were to receive that with an earnest heart, it may leave you reeling and staggering at the disparity between this and where our expectations are today.

www.kokomochristianfellowship.org

KCF Newsletter

Page 2

I’d like to be wary of some finger-pointing, complaining attitude regarding the general state of the
church today. I’ve seen it in myself and others and I feel like when we see these disparities, we should
be asking the Lord what He wants US, as individuals, to do. How should I change? If I were asking the
Lord that question, in this setting, I feel like He would say something like this, “Nicky, character and
good works are important. Those are the fruit of a close walk with the Holy Spirit every second of the
day. Don’t be a liberal with yourself. Don’t excuse sloppy behaviour. Don’t give in to excuses and rationalizations about your behaviour. These are lies from hell not based upon the power of God to save.
Have faith in God to bear the highest fruit of personal character within you, as you work hard to seek
His presence and perfect will in all choices and habits. Have faith in His miraculous moment-bymoment delivering power over the flesh, even when it seems impossible not to overindulge in food, or
when seems impossible not to be irritated by challenging circumstances.”
How about you? What would He say to you in response to this passage? Would He challenge you to
renew your commitment to a biblical, harmonious marriage? Would He challenge you as to your reputation: what are you known for? Is it good works or kind deeds done to others? Are you committed
to your ministry to your children as one of your highest and main callings in life? Do you practice hospitality - inviting others into your home to eat, whether fellow Christians, or ones you are reaching
out to? Have you “washed the feet of the saints” (serving the Body of Christ in some capacity)? Do you
have time for any of these things, or are there time commitments in your life that are not redemptive
or edifying or fruitful or God’s specific will? I know that not all of these questions apply to all of us,
but I think we get the idea, and the Holy Spirit can apply them to us appropriately without being too
hard or too easy on us.
When the Word of God confronts me with these high standards, I need to ask myself whether I am
going to believe God. To me, these kinds of standards simply point to the wonder working redemptive
power of God to help every one of us, no matter what our backgrounds or past struggles. What do I
have more faith in: my past and my weaknesses, or the power of God which is made perfect in weakness? Do I trust in God’s ability to be my personal coach, teaching me each day how to hold on to the
Holy Spirit through moments of temptation? Say this: “By God’s grace, I do.” Yes, the Holy Spirit is
intense in Paul's letter to Timothy. I guess it is because He knows His power to change us and makes
us a beautiful church. Let’s acknowledge this and work with Him to that end. Amen.

"This summer I threw up a prayer to God that he would put true Christians in my dad's life to show him Jesus. I found out a
month or so later that my dad's neighbor who is a retired pastor was reaching out to him and that he was golfing each week
with another pastor! That really renewed my faith that God CAN work in the lives of my family who do not know Him.
Sometimes I grow weary and my faith becomes weak when it "looks" like nothing is happening year after year. So I have been
encouraged to pray more frequently and earnestly for my dad. He hasn't been in the best of health since his heart surgery
and his time left on earth could be short. The last few weeks that Nicky has been reading to us from Andrew Murray's book
on prayer has also been helping me to be more specific. Last Thursday night as he was reading about believing what we ask
for and we will receive it, I had my dad on my heart. So as He spoke I prayed for my dad silently in my heart. At the end of
the service Jerry stood up and said that he felt like we couldn't leave because God had been laying someone on his heart that
he felt we all needed to pray for. And it was my dad! Praise the Lord for how He is working! I have faith more than ever that
God doing a work in my dad and will save him before he leaves this earth. Thank you for praying and believing with me and I
hope this testimony encourages you to keep praying for your loved ones who need the Lord." Jenn Farmer
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